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Key Findings

Redistricting is finished, and it ended
net-Republican.

The mid-decade cycle triggered by Texas
and accelerated by the Callais decision
has closed. Ten states will use different
maps in November, with a consolidated
net Republican structural gain of roughly
nine to ten House seats. Since Democrats
need only three seats to take the House,
this is the single largest offset to an
otherwise favorable environmen

The money regime changed overnight.
In NRSC v. FEC on June 30, the Supreme
Court struck down limits on coordinated
party-candidate spending. National
committees can now spend without limit
alongside their candidates, at rates
historically three to thirteen times
cheaper than outside groups pay.
Republican committees held roughly
$256M debt-free at the end of May,
against about $126M for Democratic
counterparts.

The Iran ceasefire never earned political
credit, and it has now collapsed.
Gasoline prices fell from $4.56 to $4.11
and consumer sentiment ticked up, but
Trump's approval stayed stuck at 37/59
and only 22 percent approved of his
handling of cost of living. On July 7 to 9,
U.S. and Iranian forces exchanged strikes
and the president declared the
agreement "over." Brent crude settled up
5.2 percent at $78 on July 8.

as of July 2026

Candidate viability has displaced district
fundamentals.

Three Senate contests (Maine, Texas, Alaska) and
roughly seven House races are now driven primarily
by scandal, indictment, or ethics investigation rather
than district partisanship. Graham Platner
suspended his Maine campaign on July 8 after a
sexual-assault allegation, leaving Democrats without
a nominee against Susan Collins in a must-win state
until a July 27 nominating convention.

A new election-administration risk channel has
opened.

Federal investigations are touching election offices
in Fulton, Maricopa, Wayne, and Milwaukee
counties. DOJ has filed litigation against 30 states
for voter-roll data, the FBI searched an Ohio voter-
registration group, and mail-ballot rulemaking
remains unresolved. Together, these create
administrative friction and a risk of post-election
disputes in exactly the states that will decide control
of Congress.

Democrats still lead, but by a narrower margin.
Prediction markets put Democratic House control at
81to 83 percent, down from about 85 percent in late
April, and the Economist's July 6 model calls the
Senate a coin flip. Democrats' advantage is how
almost entirely environmental. Republicans have
accumulated three structural offsets that did not
exist in April: maps, money, and problems with their
opponents' nominees.

This report is updated monthly to reflect new polling,
fundraising disclosures, redistricting developments,
and shifts in the competitive landscape.
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[ixecutive Summary

Four months from Election Day, the political fundamentals still describe a classic adverse
midterm environment for the president's party. Presidential approval sits in the mid-to-high 30s
— the Economist/YouGov tracker had Trump at 37% approve / 59% disapprove as of June 30,
PBS/NPR/Marist recorded a second-term low of 36%, and Emerson found 39/55 (Economist;
PBS/Marist; Emerson). Democrats lead the generic congressional ballot by roughly five to seven

points depending on the average. Consumer sentiment ticked up from a record low but remains
historically weak.

The critical analytical point is that the ceasefire never changed this. The Economist tracker
explicitly noted that the June 17 interim Iran peace agreement had not substantially improved
Trump's approval, and the topline is essentially unchanged from the May 11-15 Times/Siena
reading of 37/59 (Economist; Times/Siena via Florida Politics). Voters are evaluating Iran

through a cost-of-living lens, and on that dimension the numbers are worse than the topline:
Reuters/Ipsos found only 22% approval of Trump's handling of "your cost of living" and 29% on
Iran (Ipsos). The point is now largely moot: after Iranian attacks on commercial vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz, the United States struck roughly 80 targets in Iran on July 7 and about 90
more on July 8, Iran retaliated against U.S. bases in Bahrain and Kuwait, and Trump declared the
ceasefire "over" from the NATO summit in Ankara (NBC News; CNN; Washington Post). Brent

crude, which had shed roughly 30% over the second quarter and fully erased its war premium,
settled up 5.2% at $78.02 on July 8 (CNBC). The relief that failed to earn the administration
political credit is now itself at risk.

Against that backdrop, three structural developments have moved in the opposite direction,
each favoring Republicans:

Redistricting concluded net-Republican. Ten states will use different congressional maps
than in 2024. The consolidated estimate is a net Republican structural gain of approximately
nine to ten House seats, with a plausible range of eight to twelve — driven by Florida (+4)
and Texas (+3 to +5), with one-seat gains in Alabama, Louisiana, Missouri, North Carolina,
Ohio, and Tennessee, partially offset by California (+4 to +5) and Utah (+1) for Democrats
(NBC News; CNBC; NPR). Virginia's would-be four-seat Democratic gain was extinguished

when the state supreme court struck the amendment on May 8 and the U.S. Supreme Court
declined to intervene on May 15 (NPR).
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6 The money regime changed on June 30. In National Republican Senatorial Committee v.
FEC, the Court held 6-3 that FECA's coordinated party expenditure limits violate the First
Amendment, overruling Colorado Il (2001) (Supreme Court; FEC). National party committees
may now spend without limit in direct coordination with their candidates — at the FCC's
Lowest Unit Charge, which is historically three to thirteen times cheaper than the rates

outside groups pay (NRSC memo). Republican committees held roughly $256 million debt-
free at the end of May against about $126 million for Democratic counterparts, which also
carried more than $18 million in debt (AP: Al Jazeera).

e Candidate viability has displaced fundamentals in a cluster of key races. Three Senate
contests (Maine, Texas, Alaska) and roughly seven House races (TX-23, FL-20, CA-14, FL-7,
NC-11, OH-7, NJ-7) are now driven primarily by scandal, indictment, or ethics investigation
rather than district partisanship. The clearest consequence arrived on July 8, when Graham
Platner suspended his Maine Senate campaign after a sexual-assault allegation, leaving
Democrats without a nominee against Sen. Susan Collins in a state central to any Senate
majority. The Maine Democratic Party will select a replacement by July 27 at a nominating
convention (NBC News; Maine Morning_Star).

The June primaries compounded the third problem. Democrats emerged with strong recruits in
some competitive seats — Cait Conley in NY-17, Phil Weiser in Colorado — but higher-risk
nominees in several of the most consequential swing contests: Platner in Maine, Matt Dunlap in
a Trump +9 ME-02, and Manny Rutinel in Colorado's swingiest House district (NBC News; NBC
News, Maine RCV: NPR, Colorado).

Separately, a new risk channel has opened. Federal investigations touching election offices in
Fulton County, Maricopa County, Wayne County, and Milwaukee County; DOJ litigation against
30 states and the District of Columbia for voter-roll data; an FBI search of an Ohio voter-
registration group; and unresolved mail-ballot rulemaking together create meaningful
administrative friction and post-election dispute risk concentrated in exactly the states that will
decide control of Congress (AP; Brennan Center; CRS).

Net assessment. Cook Political Report analyst Matthew Klein said in mid-June that forecasters
"still view Democrats as favorites — strong favorites — to retake control of the House" (New
York Times), and Cook made seven rating changes on June 18, all toward Democrats (The Hill).
Prediction markets put Democratic House control at roughly 81% to 83%, down from about
85% in late April (USA Today Network; CNBC). The Senate is closer: the Economist's July 6
model calls it a coin flip, giving Republicans a 1-in-2 chance of holding the chamber, while

betting markets price Republican control at roughly 57% to 58% (Economist; USA Today

Network). Democrats need a net of three House seats and four Senate seats.
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T'he National E-nvironment

The three fundamentals that historically predict midterm outcomes — presidential approval, the
generic congressional ballot, and consumer sentiment — all still run against Republicans. The
important finding of the past eight weeks is a negative one: the Iran ceasefire, which was widely
expected to give the administration a lift, has not produced a durable improvement in any of
them.

That question has now been overtaken by events. On July 7 and 8, following Iranian attacks on
commercial vessels in the Strait of Hormuz, the United States struck roughly 80 and then about
90 targets across Iran; Iran retaliated against U.S. bases in Bahrain and Kuwait and fired
missiles toward a U.S. base in northern Jordan; the Treasury revoked Iran's 60-day oil-sales
waiver; and Trump, speaking at the NATO summit in Ankara, said the ceasefire was "over" and
threatened to reimpose the naval blockade, while adding that he did not expect a return to full-
scale war (Washington Times; NBC News; Al Jazeera; CNN). The sections below therefore

describe what the ceasefire did — and why its unwinding matters.

Presidential Approval: Stuck Near May Lows

Recent readings cluster Trump in the mid-to-high 30s. The Economist/YouGov tracker, last
updated June 30, put him at 37% approve /| 59% disapprove, and explicitly noted that the June
17 interim Iran peace agreement had not substantially improved his approval (Economist).
Emerson's June national poll found 39/55 (Emerson). PBS/NPR/Marist found 36% — Trump's
lowest second-term mark in that series — with affordability and gas prices identified as the
sources of slippage (PBS/Marist).

The mid-May benchmark is the May 11-15 New York Times/Siena poll: 37% approve / 59%
disapprove, his lowest Times/Siena mark across either term, with the decline attributed to
inflation, gas prices, and Iran (Times/Siena via Florida Politics). Set against the Economist's
June 30 tracker at the identical 37/59, the topline is unchanged. There has been no post-
ceasefire rebound.

Issue-level numbers are worse than the topline. Reuters/Ipsos found in early June that only
29% approved of Trump's handling of Iran and only 22% approved of his handling of "your cost
of living," while 53% said U.S. military action in Iran had not been worth it (Ipsos). Times/Siena
similarly reported 28% approval on cost of living, 31% on Iran, and only 30% saying the strikes
were the right decision (Florida Politics). Voters are reading the war through a household-

budget lens, which is why a diplomatic success has not converted into political credit.
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One counterweight: Trump's floor among Republicans remains substantial. The BBC cited
roughly four in five Republicans approving in recent YouGov polling, meaning the GOP's base is
intact even as the national numbers deteriorate (BBC).

Generic Congressional Ballot: A Stable Mid-Single-Digit Democratic Lead

Late-dune polling continues to show a Democratic advantage, with the spread across surveys
wider than the movement over time.

Field dates Result
Focaldata June26-30 | D50-R43(D+7) | Oneofthe "‘i’;dt‘;re[)f?;" d°°ra“° leads
Big Data Poll June 26-28 D 5?62_'__92;1 10 Registered voters
YouGov June 26-29 D 45-R 42 (D+3) Narrowest of the late-June reads

RealClearPolling avg. | as of June 30 D 4?§+;2f2'9 Cited in Uf:u:?jizy Network
Decision Desk HQ avg. June D 46 - R 40 (D+6) | DPH@notes D '/if)fnc’f 57 pts since
NYT/Siena (mid-May May 1115 D 50 - R 39 (D+11) Registered voters; larger than late-

benchmark) June averages

The pattern is stability rather than transformation. Decision Desk HQ's June analysis found
Democrats leading by roughly five to seven points since April, implying that the environment
has been persistently Democratic rather than suddenly altered by the ceasefire (Decision Desk
HQ).

Nothing in the late-June data suggests Republican recovery; the mid-May Times/Siena D+11
was likely an outlier on the high side rather than evidence of subsequent erosion.
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Consumer Sentiment: Fuel Relief Without Confidence

This is where the ceasefire shows up most clearly — and where it also shows its limits.

¢ The bounce. The University of Michigan consumer-sentiment index rose to 48.9 in June
from 44.8 in May, which Reuters described as an all-time low. The improvement was tied to
lower gasoline prices and stronger sentiment among lower-income households, for whom
fuel is a larger share of the budget (Reuters).

» The fuel channel. The national average gasoline price fell to $4.11 from $4.56 on May 21
(Reuters). Ipsos data explains why that matters politically: in May, 64 % said recent gas-price
increases had affected their household finances, 86% said the Iran conflict bore

responsibility, and 75% blamed the Trump administration (Ipsos).

* But sentiment remains depressed. A Michigan reading of 48.9 is still historically weak, and
year-ahead inflation expectations remained high at 4.6%, easing only from 4.8% in May
(Reuters). Not every measure improved: the LSEG/Ipsos June Primary Consumer Sentiment
Index came in at 49.1, down half a point from the prior month and more than four points
below a year earlier (Ipsos).

» State-level corroboration. Florida's University of Florida consumer-sentiment index fell
from 72.9 in May to 71.1in June, its fourth straight monthly decline, with UF's Hector
Sandoval citing renewed inflation, everyday price spikes including gasoline, and lingering
Iran uncertainty despite some easing in fuel prices (Florida Politics).

* And the relief is now reversing. Brent crude fell roughly 30% over the second quarter as
the interim deal took hold, fully erasing the war premium. Following the July 7 tanker attacks
and the U.S. strikes that followed, Brent settled up 5.2% at $78.02 and West Texas
Intermediate up 4.4% at $73.52 on July 8, with the Treasury's revocation of Iran's oil-sales
waiver adding further pressure (CNBC; Al Jazeera; CNBC, tanker attacks). Pump prices lag

crude by weeks, so the June gasoline figures above will not reflect this.

Two timing caveats worth carrying forward. First, official July national consumer-sentiment
data were not yet available in the FRED University of Michigan series as of July 6, so early-July
conclusions rest on June releases and late-June polling rather than a full July reading (FRED,
series UMCSENT, retrieved July 6, 2026). Second, and more importantly, every sentiment and
gasoline figure in this section was collected while the ceasefire was intact.

If crude stays near $78 and the Strait remains contested, the modest June improvement is the
high-water mark rather than the start of a trend — and the political channel Ipsos identified in
May, in which three-quarters of voters blamed the administration for gas-price increases,
reopens.
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What the Fundamentals Imply

Decision Desk HQ's uniform-swing estimate is instructive: a six-point Democratic generic-ballot
lead would translate into Democrats leading in 222 seats to Republicans' 213 — a narrow
Democratic majority (Decision Desk HQ). Franklin & Marshall's midterm framework finds general
mood, presidential approval, congressional preference, and issue ownership all running against
Republicans, particularly because the economy is voters' top concern and high prices have
depressed consumer confidence (Franklin & Marshall). The Conversation's historical analysis
links low presidential approval and weak consumer confidence to incumbent-party losses,
noting that June 2026's consumer-confidence score of roughly 49 sat below even the 2008
election-period level it used for comparison (The Conversation).

The caveat DDHQ itself supplies is the through-line of this entire update: a mid-single-digit
generic-ballot edge does not give Democrats much breathing room, because redistricting,
geographic sorting, candidate quality, and polling error can each blunt a national swing
(Decision Desk HQ). The next three sections take those offsets in turn.
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Redistricting kfforts
Favored Republicans

Major development: the mid-decade cycle has closed

The mid-decade redistricting cycle triggered by the July 2025 push in Texas and dramatically
accelerated by Louisiana v. Callais (April 29, 2026) has now largely concluded. Ten states will
use different congressional maps in November than they used in 2024. Six underwent voluntary
mid-decade redraws (California, Florida, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas); Ohio
redrew per state law; and Alabama, Louisiana, and Utah were reshaped by litigation
(Ballotpedia).

Consolidated estimate

A net Republican structural gain of approximately 9 to 10 House seats, with a plausible range
of 8 to 12 depending on how contested seats resolve and whether pending Louisiana and
Tennessee litigation succeeds. Since Democrats need a net of only three seats to take the
House, this is the single largest offset to an otherwise favorable Democratic environment.
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The Seat Math, State by State

Republican-Favoring Changes

Est. GOP net gain Mechanism
Mid-decade redraw (July 2025); Supreme
Texas +3to+5 Court stay December 2025
. DeSantis map signed May 4, 2026; reshaped
Florida +4 21 of 28 districts
North Carolina +1 Targeting Rep. Don Davis (D) in NC-01
Missouri +1 Splitting Rep. Cleavgr s Kansas City-based
district
Ohio +1to +2 Court-mandated bipartisan redraw
Louisiana +1 Post-Callais SB121, signed May 29, 2026
Post-Callais map dismantling TN-09
Tennessee +1 .
(Memphis)
2023 "Livingston Map" reinstated after
Alabama + SCOTUS lifted the Milligan injunction

REPUBLICAN SUBTOTAL: +13 TO +16

Democratic-Favoring Changes

Est. Dem net gain Mechanism
California +410 +5 Prop 50.(November 2025), Qvgrr|d|ng the
independent commission
Utah +1 Court-ordered redraw creating a Salt Lake
City-based Democratic seat

DEMOCRATIC SUBTOTAL: +5 TO +6
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Virginia: The Four Seats That Vanished

The Democratic-friendly Virginia map that would have delivered up to four additional
Democratic seats — converting the delegation from 6D-5R to as much as 10D-1R — was struck
down by the Virginia Supreme Court on May 8, 2026 in a 4-3 ruling holding that the
amendment process violated Article Xll, Section 1 of the Virginia Constitution (NPR; CNBC).

The U.S. Supreme Court declined to intervene on May 15, 2026, leaving the 2022/2024 map in
effect (NPR). Political scientist Stephen Farnsworth's assessment is that Democrats will likely
still pick up one or two Virginia seats, but "nowhere near the net gain of four" they would have
secured under the struck-down map (Newsweek).

Reconciling the Estimates

Est. GOP net gain

NBC News (June 3) ~+10 Republicans positioned to gain up to 16 seats;
Democrats up to 6
GOP lead was ~3 seats pre-Callais; "around
NPR (May 9) ~+10 10" after Callais and Virginia
lssue One (via CNBC) +8 10 +12 Post-Callais GOP adds at Iegst 5 to its earlier
~13-seat gain
Brookings (April 23) 9 GOP vs. 10 Dem Pre-Virginia ruling — materially outdated

The Callais Framework That Made It Possible

The Callais majority opinion, authored by Justice Alito on April 29, 2026, held that Louisiana's
SB8 was an unconstitutional racial gerrymander because Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, "as
properly construed," did not require the creation of a second majority-minority district (Supreme
Court; Brennan Center; CRS).

The ruling reworked the Thornburg v. Gingles framework by requiring plaintiffs to:

» submit illustrative maps meeting all state political objectives, including incumbent
protection;

» show that racial bloc voting "cannot be explained by partisan affiliation"; and

» present strong evidence of "present-day intentional racial discrimination."
This tripartite tightening is what enabled the cascade of Southern redistricting: states can now
defend aggressive maps on partisan rather than racial grounds — a formulation the
Courtexplicitly endorsed as constitutionally permissible under Rucho v. Common Cause
(Supreme Court).
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The Three Post-Callais Redraws

Louisiana — SB121, Act No. 2 of 2026
Governor Landry signed SB121 on May 29, 2026, establishing an expected 5R-1D delegation

(Louisiana Legislature). LA-02 (Rep. Troy Carter, D) is preserved as the sole majority-Black
district, snaking from New Orleans to Baton Rouge, and remains Solid Democratic. LA-06 (Rep.
Cleo Fields, D) was reconfigured around predominantly white communities in Baton Rouge and
southern Louisiana, effectively eliminating it as a Democratic-performing district; it is now Solid
to Likely Republican (Al Jazeera; NBC News). The ACLU of Louisiana and other groups have
signaled litigation, but the map is expected to govern the November 3 open primary.

Tennessee — HB7006/SB7006, Signed May 7

The new Tennessee map dismantles the majority-Black TN-09 in Memphis, cracking it across
three GOP-leaning districts to produce an expected 9R-0D delegation. Rep. Steve Cohen (D)
has vowed to sue, and the NAACP has already filed suit alleging the map dilutes Black voting
power (Fox News; Newsweek). Pending litigation could restore a competitive posture, but for

now none of Tennessee's nine seats appears on any major forecaster's toss-up list — the state
effectively drops out of the competitive battleground.

Alabama — The 2023 "Livingston Map" Reinstated

After the Supreme Court vacated the lower court's injunction against Alabama's 2023 map,
Governor lvey called an August 11, 2026 special primary in AL-01, AL-02, AL-06, and AL-07
(Fox News). AL-07 (Rep. Terri Sewell, D) is retained as the sole majority-Black district and
remains Safe Democratic at Cook PVI D+13. AL-01 and AL-06 are Safe Republican.

The consequential seat is AL-02 (Rep. Shomari Figures, D), redrawn to eliminate its majority-
Black character. Cook shifted it from Solid R to Likely R on June 18 — a move toward
Democrats, but from a starting point that assumed the seat was gone. It is the single most
consequential Democratic-held loss from Alabama's remap, and the only Alabama seat where a
Democrat retains any meaningful path (Cook Political Report; The Hill).
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The Reshaped At-Risk
District Map

Cook Political Report as of June 30 identifies 18 toss-up races, 14 of them held by
Republicans (The Hill). But within the five states most reshaped by the post-Callais wave, the
competitive battleground has compressed sharply, and it has compressed asymmetrically: more

Democratic-held seats are now in peril than Republican-held ones.

Florida: Four Democratic Seats in Jeopardy

The DeSantis map materially reshaped 21 of 28 districts. Per an NRCC memo cited in Florida
Politics, four Democratic-held seats are now genuinely at risk — each carried by Trump in 2024
(Florida Politics).

. . Trump 2024 .
District Incumbent P . Current Rating
margin
FL-09 Kathy Castor (D) Trump +17.8 Lean / Likely R
FL-22 Kathy Castor (D) Trump +10.4 Lean R

Open (Wasserman Schultz

A moved to FL-25)

Trump +10.7 LeanR

FL-22 Jared Moskowitz (D) Trump +9.3 Lean D

FL-09 is the starkest single transformation in the country: the new district shifted from Harris
+51% to Trump +58%. Cook currently lists 12 Democratic-held seats as "R-leaning or further,"
three of them in Florida (FL-09, FL-14, FL-22) — and no Florida Republican seat as "D-leaning
or further" (Florida Politics). FL-20, the seat vacated by Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick's
resignation, is now confined to Broward County; Wasserman Schultz has announced she will

run there, leaving it Solid Democratic but with a possible member-versus-member dynamic
(CBS Miami).
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Virginia: Reverted to Pre-Referendum Lines

With the amendment nullified, Virginia's 6D-5R delegation and existing lines govern the
midterms. The competitive districts revert to their pre-referendum configurations:

* VA-02 (Rep. Jen Kiggans, R): Toss-up — the state's single true toss-up seat (Inside
Elections). Under the voided map she would have faced a district Harris carried by roughly
five points; she does not now.

* VA-01(Rep. Rob Wittman, R): Lean Republican. An August 8-9 Public Policy Polling survey
shows Wittman leading Democrat Shannon Taylor 41%-40%, within the margin of error — a
genuinely competitive race under the retained map (PPP via The Downballot).

* VA-07 (Rep. Eugene Vindman, D): Lean Democratic; Cook rates it Likely D at PVI D+2
(Cook Political Report).

The Consolidated At-Risk List

Synthesizing Cook, Sabato, and Inside Elections ratings as of late June, the genuinely
competitive races in the five most-reshaped states are:

District Incumbent Rating Cluster Structural Change

Redrawn to eliminate majority-
AL-02 Shomari Figures (D) Likely R ( was solid R) Black character; only AL seat
with a Democratic path

FL-09 Darren Soto (D) Lean/ Likely R Harris +51 = Trump +58
FL-14 Kathy Castor (D) LeanR Trump +10.4 under new lines
FL-22 Open (formerly Frankel) LeanR Trump +10.7

FL-25 Jared Moskowitz (D) Lean D Coastal reshape; st

competitive

Unchanged from pre-cycle

VA-02 Jen Kiggans (R) Toss-up rating

VA-01 Rob Wittman (R) LeanR PPP shows +1 lead over Taylor
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Effectively Off the Map

* LA-06 (Cleo Fields, D) — Republican pickup expected under SB121.

* TN-09 (Steve Cohen, D) — cracked across three districts; no Tennessee seat competitive.

e AL-07,LA-02, FL-20 — remain Solid Democratic.

* AL-01, AL-06, and most Florida Republican seats — Solid Republican.
The compression is the story. Where the pre-cycle at-risk list in these five states might have
included eight to ten Democratic seats plus three or four competitive Republican seats, the
post-Callais reality is roughly five Democratic seats in genuine peril (AL-02, FL-09, FL-14, FL-
22, and to a lesser extent FL-25) against only two seriously competitive Republican seats (VA-
01, VA-02). Two more Democratic seats — LA-06 and TN-09 — have simply been drawn out of
contention.

Effectively Off the Map

Challenges to Louisiana's SB121, Tennessee's map (via the NAACP), and Florida's map (via
voting-rights groups and Marc Elias) are unlikely to disturb the 2026 cycle but could reshape
the 2028 landscape. Meanwhile, the arms race is poised to continue: Issue One and the
Brennan Center have identified Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, and additional Texas seats
as likely 2028 targets, while Maryland Democrats explore a counter-redraw (Issue One;
Brookings). As Brookings observed, the legal and political precedents set in 2026, combined
with razor-thin House margins, could usher in a new era of mid-decade redistricting.

Congressional Democrats have signaled they view Callais as a rupture rather than an
incremental doctrinal move. H. Res. 1309 (impeaching Chief Justice Roberts) and H. Res. 1384
(condemning the Callais decision and calling for civil rights protections) were both referred to
the House Judiciary Committee in May and June (H. Res. 1309; H. Res. 1384). Neither is likely to
pass in the current Congress, but together they preview the terms of the post-election debate.

B . ©N

& Statt The 2026 Statt Midterm Playbook

15


https://issueone.org/articles/how-louisiana-v-callais-could-impact-pre-midterm-redistricting
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/will-virginia-be-the-final-mid-decade-redistricting-battle/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/1309
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/1384

The Money Regime
Changed on June 30

Major development: NRSC v. FEC ends coordinated party spending limits

On June 30, 2026, the Supreme Court ruled 6-3 in National Republican Senatorial Committee v.
Federal Election Commission (No. 24-621) that FECA's limits on coordinated party expenditures
violate the First Amendment, overruling FEC v. Colorado Republican Federal Campaign
Committee (Colorado Il, 2001) (Supreme Court; FEC Record). Justice Kavanaugh's majority
opinion, joined by Chief Justice Roberts and Justices Thomas, Alito, Gorsuch, and Barrett, held
the caps were disproportionate and not narrowly tailored, relying instead on earmarking rules,
disclosure, and base contribution limits as the operative anti-circumvention regime (Mayer

Brown; Wiley).

National and state party committees may now spend without limit in direct coordination with
federal candidates. The prior 2026 caps were $65,300-$130,600 for House races and
$130,600-$4,071,800 for Senate races depending on state voting-age population (FEC;
Covington). Because the value of unlimited coordination scales with how much a committee has
already banked, the immediate beneficiary is the party with the larger war chest.

What Changed, and What Did Not

Now unlimited: direct, coordinated spending by national and state party committees on behalf
of federal candidates.
Still in effect:

« Individual contribution limits to candidates ($3,500 per election) and to national party
committees ($44,300 per year to operating accounts, plus $132,900 per year to each
special account) (NRSC memo).

* FECA's earmarking rules — funds "in any way earmarked or otherwise directed through an
intermediary or conduit" to a candidate are still treated as candidate contributions subject to
base limits (Wiley; Snell & Wilmer).

» Disclosure requirements under 52 U.S.C. § 30104(b).

* The prohibition on super PAC and 501(c) coordination with candidates — the Court
expressly did not reach these limits (\Wiley).
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The Three Mechanics That Matter for Close Races

a Lowest Unit Charge pricing
Coordinated party ads qualify for the FCC-mandated candidate rate — historically three to
thirteen times cheaper than the "issue" rates outside groups pay (NRSC memo). Every
party dollar redirected out of an independent-expenditure shell and into a coordinated buy
therefore purchases substantially more gross rating points. This, not the raw dollar total, is
the ruling's real leverage.

e Strategy integration
Parties can now share p- olling, targeting, creative, and scheduling with campaigns without

the legal firewall that previously forced duplicate operations. Former FEC Chairman Trevor
Potter framed it precisely: this is not about parties talking to candidates, which was always
allowed, but about paying candidates' bills with party funds (NPR). Marketplace reported
that where national parties previously operated separate coordinated and independent
structures, after the decision "there is no distinction" for practical party-candidate spending
strategy (Marketplace).

e Party-as-conduit fundraising
Justice Kagan's dissent laid out the arithmetic. A single donor giving the maximum to the
national committee plus each of 50 state committees can now route roughly $551,300 in
coordinated support to a single candidate — against $7,000 in direct contributions per cycle
(Supreme Court, Kagan dissent; NBC News). She warned the ruling "ushers in the same

opportunities for quid pro quo corruption that the contribution limits were meant to check,"
enabling a party to serve as an alternative checking account for a campaign (NPR). Politico
frames the same asymmetry more simply: donors can give $44,300 per year to national
party committees versus $3,500 per cycle to candidates (Politico).

The Aggregate Position: A Short-Term Republican Windfall

Committee Cash on hand (end of May 2026) Counterpart
RNC $125M+ (record high) DNC — $14.4M (vs. $17.5M debt)
NRSC $48M+ DSCC — ~$37M
NRCC $81M+ DCCC — ~$73M

REPUBLICAN TOTAL: ~$256M, DEBT-FREE

A\
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Former FEC Chair Sean Cooksey summarized the practical effect: Republicans achieved a major
victory, and the GOP can now work with its candidates to buy more ads at cheaper prices to
maintain their majorities this fall (AOL/NY Post). The NRSC has publicly confirmed it is
sunsetting its traditional independent expenditure unit and will run essentially all voter-contact
spending as coordinated expenditures with campaigns, using centralized vendors to capture
Lowest Unit Charge pricing and scale efficiencies (NRSC memo).

The DNC has defended its cash position as intentional, noting it distributes $1 million a month to
state parties to build local infrastructure rather than hoarding cash for a centralized war chest
(AP; NBC News). That is a coherent strategy under the old rules. It is a considerably worse fit
for the new ones.

Where the Candidate Money Actually Is

A data caveat first. Authorized House and Senate candidate committees' official second-quarter
reports are due July 15, 2026, covering activity through June 30 (Traders Union). The figures

below are the latest available reported or announced numbers, not a fully audited post-deadline
dataset for every battleground. Where a figure is from Q1 or a pre-primary report, it is labeled.
At the candidate level, the pattern is unambiguous: Democrats are outraising Republicans across

the competitive Senate map. Democratic Senate candidates in the eleven most competitive races
raised $127 million to Republicans' $63 million, and led in candidate cash on hand $189 million to
$152 million (NBC News).

Democrat Republican
Georgia Jon Ossoff — $14M raised; $32M+ | Mike Collins — $4.9M raised; $1.2M Q1/ May 27
cash on hand cash
North Carolina Roy Cooper — $13.8M raised Michael Whatley — $5M Q1
. Sherrod Brown — $10.1M raised; Jon Husted — $2.9M raised; $8.1M
Ohio Q1
$17M cash cash
. . Q1 (pre-
Texas James Talarico — $27M raised Cornyn $9M / Paxton $2.2M runoff)
Alaska Mary Peltola — $8.9M raised Dan Sullivan — $21M Q1
. Graham Platner — $4.1M raised .
Maine (withdrew July 8; nominee TBD) Susan Collins — $3M i
. Alex Vindman — $8.5M in Q2;
Florida $16.7M total Ashley Moody — Q2 not yet released Q2/Q1
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The House picture rhymes. NBC reported that seven Democratic House challengers outraised
Republican incumbents in races Cook rates toss-up or lean, while three Republican
challengers outraised Democratic incumbents in similarly competitive races (NBC News).
lllustrative Q2 filings: Rep. Kathy Castor raised $1 million and ended June with $1.3 million cash
on hand while preparing to defend a redrawn FL-14 (Elorida Politics); Democratic challenger

Leela Gray cleared $1 million since launching against Rep. Anna Paulina Luna and closed Q2
with $750,000 (Florida Politics); and in FL-07, DCCC-backed challenger Bale Dalton reported
$464,000 cash on hand to Rep. Cory Mills's $116,000 (Florida Politics).

Maryland is the exception that proves a different rule. Preprimary reports covering April 1
through June 3 showed more than $25.5 million flowing into Maryland congressional
campaigns, driven almost entirely by self-funding: in MD-06, David Trone loaned his campaign
another $15 million (total loans $25 million) against Rep. April McClain Delaney's additional $5.2
million (total $7.4 million). Trone ended with $7.2 million in the bank; McClain Delaney with
$426,000 (Maryland Matters). McClain Delaney nonetheless won the June 23 primary 43.8% to
37.4% (Roll Call). The episode distorts fundraising comparisons and, because the contest was

Democrat-on-Democrat in a safely Democratic seat, tells us nothing about the fall — except
that roughly $33 million in personal money bought no marginal seat for either party.

How to Read a Q2 Report Now

The ruling does not erase the Democratic candidate-money advantage. It changes what that
advantage measures.

Financial Measure Why it matters now

Still measures enthusiasm, donor base, and campaign

Candidate quarterly fundraising capacity

Still matters for staffing, field, ads, and rapid response —

Candidate cash on hand and remains candidate-controlled

Much more important — parties can now coordinate

National party cash on hand unlimited spending with candidates

Still important, but super PACs cannot coordinate and may

Super PAC reservations and cash pay higher ad rates

More important — large donors can give far more to parties

Donor mix .
than to candidates

More important — party donations are public, but

Disclosure limits . . .
candidate-donor-party understandings may not be visible
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Trevor Potter's caution on that last row is worth stating plainly: donations to party committees
are already disclosed, but disclosure does not reveal the arrangement in which a candidate
asks a donor to give to a party committee with the expectation that the party will spend it on
that candidate's behalf (NPR). FEC reports will show the money moving. They will not show
why.

The practical rule: Georgia should no longer be read as "Ossoff has $32 million and Mike
Collins has $1.2 million." The post-ruling reading is that Ossoff retains a major candidate-
account advantage, but Collins can now benefit from unlimited coordinated NRSC spending in a
way that makes Republican committee cash function much closer to campaign-controlled
money (NBC News; Politico). The right measure is candidate cash plus coordinated party

capacity plus allied outside spending.

Race-by-Race Financial Impact

Pre-ruling dynamic Post-ruling impact
Ossoff raised $14M in a quarter; Collins gains coordinated NRSC air cover at
Georgia $32M+ banked; Mike Collins won the [LUC rates — potentially the single largest
June 16 runoff with $1.2M on hand financial equalizer of the cycle

Republicans can run a unified spending effort
rather than campaign and party money on
parallel tracks at higher cost

Cooper raised $13.8M; Cook moved

North Carolina
raceto Lean D

The largest outside reservation in the country
can now be integrated with the campaign from
the start

Brown $17M cash vs. Husted $8.1M;

ohic SLF reserved $79M in ads, SMP $40M

NRSC coordinated spending can partially offset
Talarico's edge and compensate for the
nominee; Texas Tribune analysis calls it a
potential boon for Paxton

Talarico raised $27M; GOP nominated
Texas Paxton, a weaker general-election
choice than Cornyn

Compounds the asymmetry: the Democratic
nominee will be chosen by convention in late
July with no war chest, while the NRSC can
unify party and campaign spending behind
Collins in an expensive Boston/Portland media
split

Platner $4.1M vs. Collins $3M — but
Maine Platner withdrew July 8 and the DSCC
had threatened to defund the race

Open seat: GOP sees a genuine flip NRSC can run a single unified effort with shared

Michigan . advertising, voter data, and a synchronized field
opportunity
program
Peltola $8.9M vs. Sullivan $2.1M; Rewards disciplined, unified messaging;
Alaska . . .
ranked-choice environment removes duplicate outreach costs
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In House races the absolute dollar increase is small — coordinated caps were only $65,300-
$130,600 per district — but the strategic effect is not. The DCCC's ~$73M is roughly at parity
with the NRCC's ~$81M, but the DCCC now faces coordinated NRCC ad buys at candidate
rates in every targeted district simultaneously, straining Democratic resources spread thinly
across a playing field that is as small as it has ever been (NPR). Much of what parties previously
ran as independent expenditures will migrate into coordinated spending, freeing IE budgets for
aligned super PACs to concentrate on aggressive opponent-definition advertising.

Where Small-Dollar Candidates Still Hold the Edge

* Where the opposing party committee has already deprioritized the race — coordinated
spending only matters if the party actually spends there.

* Where small-dollar money unlocks candidate-controlled cash for priorities party
committees typically underfund: field, direct voter contact, in-district staff. Party-
coordinated dollars are allocated "at the sole discretion of the Committee" (NRSC memo).

¢ Inintraparty primaries, where coordinated spending is generally not deployed against a
party's own nominee, so pre-primary small-dollar strength remains decisive.

Where Small-Dollar Candidates Still Hold the Edge

a Stronger parties may be good. Political scientists Bruce Cain, Rick Pildes, and Bob Bauer
argue that stronger parties are an antidote to ideological extremism and outside-group
capture. The Atlantic's David Graham contends the decision may improve democratic
accountability by shifting money from super PACs — which raised $5 billion in 2024 with
limited disclosure — into transparent, disclosed party accounts (The Atlantic; USA Today).

a Democrats gain the tool too. The DNC/DSCC/DCCC statement calling the ruling "a win for
billionaire donors and special interests" nonetheless acknowledged that both parties are
now free to offer unlimited support to their candidates (The News International). The

DCCC's cash base is meaningful. Covington notes that similar predictions after Citizens
United and BCRA "have proven to be somewhat overstated," and that small-dollar totals
remain a powerful indicator of grassroots support, voter enthusiasm, and ideological
independence (Covington).

e But the structural asymmetry is real. Republicans tend to raise more from large corporate
donors through national committees; Democrats' candidates tend to raise more from small
individual donors. That is precisely the asymmetry the ruling rewards (The News
International).
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° Timing favors the litigant. With the ruling landing five months before the midterms,
operational retooling — vendor consolidation, coordinated buy planning, joint fundraising
committee restructuring — heavily favors the NRSC, which spent years litigating this case
and built its 2026 infrastructure around the anticipated outcome (NRSC memo). The DNC's
$14.4 million deficit is not structurally permanent, but closing it before November is a
stretch.

e The enforcement question is live. Whether Kagan's "checking account" scenario
materializes depends entirely on how strictly the FEC and the courts police the surviving
earmarking rule — and the FEC declined to defend the caps at the Supreme Court, so the
agency was already aligned with the outcome (FEC Record; NPR).

e State-law spillover. Twenty-eight states have no coordinated-spending caps — a natural
experiment the majority relied upon. Roughly 22 states with analogous limits are now
vulnerable to First Amendment challenge, though outcomes depend on text, structure, and
litigation posture (Wiley; Venable). Progressive countermeasures — the Abolish Super PACs

Act and constitutional amendments to regulate election spending — face insurmountable
hurdles under current jurisprudence.
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Candidate Viability Has
Displaced Fundamentals

A cluster of 2026 contests has moved from being shaped by district fundamentals —
partisanship, incumbency, the national environment — to being dominated by the personal
viability of the nominee. Scandal, indictment, and ethics investigation are now the operative
variables in three Senate races and roughly seven House races. This is the least modelable of
the three structural offsets, and in a cycle where Democrats need a net of three House seats
and four Senate seats, it may be the most consequential.

Late-breaking: Platner withdraws; Maine Democrats have until July 27 to
replace him

On the evening of Wednesday, July 8, Graham Platner suspended his Maine Senate campaign,
five days before the state's withdrawal deadline. The announcement followed a July 6 Politico
and CNN report in which Jenny Racicot, a former girlfriend, alleged that Platner sexually
assaulted her in 2021. He denies the allegation, calling it "false" and "not real," and framed his
exit as a response to establishment pressure rather than the accusation: "We're not doing it
because of the allegations, we're doing it because of the structures that are being taken away
from us by those in power" (NBC News; CBS News; Washington Post).

The proximate cause was the collapse of institutional support. Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer and the DSCC — chaired by Sen. Kirsten Gilliborand — warned that the national party
would not invest in the Maine Senate race if Platner remained on the ballot, and Senate Majority
PAC began redirecting resources away from the state. Sens. Warren, Markey, Gallego, and
Sanders, along with Rep. Ro Khanna and gubernatorial nominee Hannah Pingree, all called on
him to withdraw (CBS News; ABC News).

What happens next. Because Platner stepped aside before the 5 p.m. July 13 statutory
deadline, the Maine Democratic Party may name a replacement — and must do so by 5 p.m. on
July 27. More than 100 state committee members voted in an emergency meeting on July 8 to
select the nominee at a first-of-its-kind nominating convention, expected to seat roughly 600
people: about 500 delegates elected proportionally by county committees plus the full 100-
member state committee. Party leaders have promised an open and transparent process and
said Platner's team will play no role (Maine Morning_Star; Portland Press Herald; AP via
Spectrum News). Maine's secretary of state is aware of no prior instance of a statewide
nominee withdrawing after winning a primary.
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Senate

Maine — Open Democratic Nomination vs. Sen. Susan Collins (R)
What was expected to be a fundamentals race — Maine backed Harris; Collins is the only New
England Senate Republican — was reshaped entirely by a cascade of controversies, and has
now been reshaped again by the nominee's exit (WBUR). The accumulated record that ended
Platner's candidacy:
« The tattoo. An SS totenkopf that Platner initially said he did not recognize, later covered
(Fox News).
¢ Reddit posts. Including comments mocking a wounded soldier and dismissive language
about sexual assault, for which he apologized, citing PTSD and alcohol abuse (The
Guardian).
» Sexting allegations. Involving roughly a dozen women during his marriage, surfaced in part
by his wife and reported by the Wall Street Journal; Platner did not deny them (NPR).
+ The New York Times report. Six ex-girlfriends, three of whom alleged physical intimidation,
including twisting an arm and locking a woman in a room (WBUR).
« The July 6 assault allegation. Jenny Racicot, a former girlfriend, told Politico and CNN that
Platner forced himself on her in 2021. He called the allegation "categorically untrue." Within
48 hours nearly every prominent endorser had rescinded support (CNBC; NBC News).

The party response had been bifurcated — and then it wasn't. Before the assault allegation,
Sens. Sanders and Warren backed him (Warren cited him as a leading anti-monopoly voice) and
Schumer publicly reaffirmed support while deflecting questions (Sen. Warren; Fox News), even

as Rep. Jake Auchincloss called the tattoo "personally disqualifying," Sen. John Fetterman was
openly critical, and Rep. Josh Gottheimer urged him to step aside (The Guardian). Asked on
Meet the Press whether Platner had the character to serve, Leader Jeffries declined to defend
him, saying only that "the voters of Maine are ultimately going to be the ones to decide" (Leader
Jeffries). After July 6 the coalition collapsed within two days, and the DSCC's threat to withhold
investment made the campaign nonviable (CBS News).

Who Replaces Him: The Field as of July 9

The nomination will be decided at a convention by July 27. No formal candidate list exists yet —
the party has said it will publish the timeline, participation rules, and candidate requirements
"soon" — but the jockeying is well underway, and it is already a proxy fight over whether
Platner's insurgent coalition or the party establishment picks his successor. Our Revolution's
Joseph Geevarghese warned the establishment, "this is not your opening," and specifically
cautioned against a status-quo candidate; the Progressive Change Campaign Committee called
for a process honoring June's record primary turnout (CBS News). DSCC staff on the ground at
the Portland state party headquarters have unnerved progressives, though the committee
denies trying to control the outcome (NBC News).
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Contender Status Profile and forward read

Former Maine Senate president from rural Aroostook County; filed FEC
paperwork July 7 and announced "I'm in" within an hour of Platner's exit.
Lost the June gubernatorial primary with Sanders's and Our Revolution's
backing. Closest fit to the Platner coalition; endorsed by Our Revolution
and Rep. Ro Khanna, and publicized a poll showing him leading Collins. A
former Platner ally until the latest allegations

Troy Jackson| Declared

Founder of Maine Beer Company; ran in the Democratic Senate primary
Dan Kleban Declared |earlier this cycle. Announced a second bid July 8, framing it against
"Washington establishment insiders and New York City consultants"

Maine secretary of state; ran against Collins in 2014 and in the June
Shenna Seriously |gubernatorial primary. Says she is "uniquely fit to unite Mainers and defeat
Bellows considering |Susan Collins in just over 100 days." The most conventional statewide
profile in the field

Maine secretary of state; ran against Collins in 2014 and in the June
gubernatorial primary. Says she is "uniquely fit to unite Mainers and defeat
Susan Collins in just over 100 days." The most conventional statewide
profile in the field

Nirav Shah Interested

Former Senate candidate who switched to ME-02 and lost the House

Jordan Wood| Weighin . . . - . . .
ghing primary; said he is "continuing conversations" with voters about entering

The forward read. Three variables will determine whether Maine remains a genuine Democratic
pickup opportunity. First, time: the nominee will have roughly 100 days and will start with no
general-election campaign infrastructure against an incumbent seeking a sixth term who has
been running for over a year. Second, legitimacy: a convention of 600 party insiders selecting
a successor to a candidate who won 72% of a record-turnout primary is an obvious target for
the charge that the establishment overrode the voters — a charge Platner himself has made and
that Jackson's candidacy would partly neutralize. Third, contamination: RNC Chair Joe
Gruters's response to the withdrawal — that Democrats "are completely stained by their
association" — previews a general-election message that will be run against whoever emerges
(CBS News). Republicans expect the allegations to reverberate regardless of the nominee.

What it means for the Senate math. Before July 6, a Times/Portland Press Herald/Siena survey
showed Platner leading Collins 49%-47% (NY Post), and the New York Times poll tracker
described the race as highly competitive (New York Times). That polling is now void. Maine is

not optional in any realistic Democratic path to four net seats, and the party enters the fall there
with an untested nominee, a compressed calendar, and a national committee that publicly
threatened to abandon the state ten days before choosing who would run in it.
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Texas — Ken Paxton (R) vs. Rep. James Talarico (D)

The mirror image. In a state Democrats have not won statewide since 1994, the general election
is competitive largely because the Republican nominee brings extraordinary personal baggage
(NPR). Paxton carries a prior Texas House impeachment (acquitted by the state Senate), a
securities-fraud indictment, a federal corruption indictment recently settled without admission
of misconduct, and a pending divorce filed by his estranged wife on "biblical grounds" (BBC).
Sen. Collins called him "ethically challenged"; Sen. Murkowski said she was "supremely
disappointed" by Trump's endorsement.

Trump's late endorsement effectively ended Sen. John Cornyn's incumbent bid, after
Republicans spent roughly $100 million in the most expensive Senate primary in history (NPR).
National Senate Republicans privately concede they will need to spend heavily in Texas,
drawing resources from other battlegrounds (CNBC).

Contingency options are minimal. Under the Texas Election Code, a withdrawal permitting
replacement on the general-election ballot must occur by August 21, 2026 (the 74th day before
the general) and only under narrow triggers: catastrophic illness with two physicians'
certificates, election to another office, death, or ineligibility. A voluntary withdrawal outside
those triggers does not permit the party to substitute (Texas Secretary of State). Absent one of

those events, Republicans are locked in.

Alaska — Sen. Dan Sullivan (R) vs. Mary Peltola (D), and the Other Dan Sullivan
An already-competitive race has been reshaped by a ballot-integrity dispute involving a second
Republican candidate also named Dan Sullivan (NBC News). Division of Elections Director Carol
Beecher disqualified the challenger on June 15 as a non-good-faith candidate; Superior Court
Judge Thomas Matthews overturned that ruling on June 27, restoring him to the ballot, with the
state expected to appeal (NBC News). Ballots had to be finalized by June 28 for the August 18
primary, and under Alaska's top-four ranked-choice system both Sullivans could advance.

The NRSC and the incumbent's campaign have publicly accused Peltola and Democrats of
coordination, and Republicans have asked the FEC to probe the challenger and consultant
Amber Lee (Semafor); Peltola's campaign and state Democrats deny involvement. The Alaska
Supreme Court appeal is the operative wildcard: a final adverse ruling for the challenger
stabilizes the race, while affirmance produces sustained voter-confusion dynamics through
November.
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Kentucky — Not a Viability Race

Worth stating explicitly, because it is easy to get wrong: Kentucky is an open seat. Sen. Mitch
McConnell announced in February 2025 that he would not seek an eighth term, and the
November contest is between Rep. Andy Barr (R), who won the May 19 primary with 60.5% over
former Attorney General Daniel Cameron on the strength of a Trump endorsement, and former
state Rep. Charles Booker (D), who took 47% over Amy McGrath and Pamela Stevenson
(Ballotpedia). Neither nominee's viability is in question, and Democrats have not won a
Kentucky Senate race since 1992. Any framing of this race as turning on the incumbent's health
is out of date.

Louisiana — A Completed Case Study

Sen. Bill Cassidy (R) failed to advance out of the May 16 GOP primary, finishing third at 24.8%
behind Rep. Julia Letlow (44.8%) and Treasurer John Fleming (28.3%) — defeated in significant
part because of his 2021 impeachment vote and clashes with HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy
Jr. and the MAHA movement. Letlow, endorsed early by Trump, won the June 27 runoff 57 %-
43% and will face Democrat Jamie Davis, a farmer, in a state Trump carried by 22 points (CNN;
NBC News; NOLA.com). Cassidy is the first elected incumbent senator to lose renomination

since Richard Lugar in 2012 — and one of two to do so in 2026, alongside John Cornyn in
Texas.

This is now a completed replacement rather than a live viability story, and the seat is not
competitive. But it is the cleanest illustration of the pattern: in 2026, intraparty viability contests
are deciding outcomes even in safe seats, and the mechanism is presidential endorsement
rather than district partisanship.

Georgia — A Nominee With an Open Ethics Investigation

The Republican field is settled. Rep. Mike Collins won the June 16 runoff over former football
coach Derek Dooley by roughly 55%-45%, after Trump endorsed him days before the vote and
Gov. Brian Kemp had backed Dooley throughout — a resounding defeat for Kemp, who declined
to run himself and poured significant political capital into Dooley (NBC News; NPR; Axios).

Collins faces Sen. Jon Ossoff, the only Democratic senator seeking reelection in a state Trump
carried in 2024.

Viability nonetheless remains live on the Republican side. The House Ethics Committee is
investigating allegations that Collins used government funds to benefit an aide — an inquiry he
has called a "nothing burger" — and his social media record includes a post from his campaign
account mocking a Dooley adviser whose wife had attempted suicide, for which a staffer was
fired (CBS News; Fox News). Ossoff has already made the investigation central to his message.

The two major Senate super PACs have pledged a combined $64 million to the race (NBC
News).
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House

District

TX-23

Member

Tony Gonzales
(R) — resigned

Controversy and status

Admitted an extramarital affair with a former staffer
who later died by suicide; House Ethics opened an
investigation; withdrew from the primary runoff after
leadership urged him to, resigned April 2026. Trump
endorsed Brandon Herrera, now the nominee.

Safe R - Likely R

FL-20

Sheila
Cherfilus-
McCormick
(D) —
resigned

Resigned April 21 minutes before a scheduled Ethics
sanctions meeting after a bipartisan subcommittee
found 25 rules violations tied to alleged theft of ~$5M
in COVID relief funds. Federal criminal trial set for
February 2027. Still a filed candidate; ~$11K cash on
hand vs. challenger Elijah Manley's ~$780K raised.

Seat stays Solid D

CA-14

Eric Swalwell
(D) —
resigned

Resigned April 2026 after CNN and the San Francisco
Chronicle reported allegations from four women,
including a former staffer alleging rape. He denies
them. All 21 congressional Democrats who had
endorsed his gubernatorial bid withdrew support.

Seat stays Solid D

FL-07

Cory Mills (R)

House Ethics investigation into alleged campaign-
finance violations, gift violations, and defense-contract
profiteering, plus allegations from two former romantic
partners (one later recanted; one obtained a restraining
order in October 2025). Denies wrongdoing. Trump
has endorsed him; four censure attempts filed.

Depends

NC-1

Chuck
Edwards (R)

House Ethics investigation into allegedly inappropriate
behavior toward young women on his staff. Denies
wrongdoing. Prediction markets give Democrat Jamie
Ager a ~55% chance to flip.

Safe R - Likely R

OH-07

Max Miller (R)

Contentious divorce and child-custody battle with the
daughter of Sen. Bernie Moreno, generating sustained
negative coverage.

Safe R - Likely R

NJ-07

Tom Kean Jr.

(R)

Absent from the House for nearly four months (140+
missed roll-call votes) with an undisclosed medical
issue; returned June 30 and disclosed hospitalization
for depression. Democratic nominee Rebecca Bennett
has pressed on the absence and reports he traded
stocks during the leave.

Toss-up (Cook)
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Nominee Replacement Law Is Wildly State-Specific

Identical scandals produce completely different contingency options depending on state law.
This asymmetry deserves more attention than it typically gets — and Maine has just
demonstrated why. Platner's July 8 exit fell inside a narrow statutory window; had the allegation
surfaced a week later, Democrats would have been locked in with a nominee who had lost his
party's support.

State Deadline Mechanism

Primary winner may withdraw by 5 p.m.; party must then select a
Maine July 13, 2026 — met [replacement by 5 p.m. July 27. Platner withdrew July 8; a
nominating convention will pick his successor

74th day before the general; substitution permitted only for
catastrophic illness (two physicians' certificates), election to

Texas August 21,2026 another office, death, or ineligibility. Voluntary withdrawal does not
permit substitution
lowa March 24, 2026 Federal substitution deadline already passed

Has Scandal Stopped Mattering?

A genuine counterargument runs through this section. NPR's reporting quotes University of
Houston political scientist Brandon Rottinghaus arguing that the modern playbook — dig in,
blame opponents, hold on — makes scandals survivable in a way they were not for Sen. Al
Franken in 2017 (NPR). Paxton's nomination, Mills's Trump endorsement, and Mike Collins's
runoff win despite an open Ethics investigation are all consistent with that thesis. Partisan
tolerance for scandal has plainly risen.

Maine is the counterexample, and it is instructive about why the thesis has limits. Platner
survived the tattoo, the Reddit posts, the sexting reports, and the Times account of six ex-
girlfriends. He did not survive the moment the DSCC said it would not fund the race. What
ended his candidacy was not public opinion but institutional withdrawal — money, voter data,
and infrastructure — which is precisely the leverage the NRSC v. FEC ruling has just made more
concentrated in party hands. The scandal playbook works until the party stops paying for it.

The defensible general claim is narrower: these races have become high-variance. They are no
longer predictable from the national environment, which is exactly what makes them dangerous
for a party that needs to convert a mid-single-digit generic-ballot lead into a three-seat House
majority and a four-seat Senate gain.
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T’he June Primaries:
Nominee (Quality and
General-Electon Fit

The June primaries in Maine, Colorado, New York, and Maryland produced a consistent pattern:

progressive and outsider candidates repeatedly outran establishment favorites, while
incumbents held on unevenly. The consequences differ sharply by race. In safe seats the
outcomes reshape the Democratic caucus without changing which party wins. In a handful of
genuinely competitive contests, primary voters prioritized ideological alignment over general-
election fit — and Democrats need a net of only three House seats.

Maine: A High-Variance Slate

Senate

Graham Platner won the Democratic Senate primary with 71.9%, crushing Gov. Janet Mills
(19.3%) and David Costello (8.3%). Collins was uncontested (NBC News; NPR). A political
newcomer defeated a sitting two-term governor by more than 50 points — a remarkable margin

bundled with acute vetting problems. Passing over Mills, who brought statewide name
recognition and a clean personal profile, in favor of a candidate with unresolved controversies
proved costly in the most literal way: Platner withdrew on July 8 (see Section V), and Maine
Democrats will now choose a nominee at a convention with roughly 100 days until the election.
The primary result is the clearest single case this cycle of primary electorates and general-
election viability pulling in opposite directions.

Governor

Both gubernatorial primaries required ranked-choice tabulation. Hannah Pingree defeated Nirav
Shah 56.2% to 43.8%; Robert (Bobby) Charles beat Benjamin Midgley 60.3% to 39.7% on the
Republican side (NBC News). NBC assessed Pingree as "the favorite to secure the
governorship this fall" (NBC News). Nominee quality is high on both sides; the state's
Democratic lean gives Pingree the structural edge.
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ME-02 — the DCCC's candidate lost

In this Trump +9 district, Matt Dunlap edged Joe Baldacci 52.5% to 47.5% in the final RCV
round after trailing on first-choice votes (Baldacci 31.6%, Dunlap 29.2%, Jordan Wood 28.8%)
(NBC News). Dunlap ran as a progressive embracing Medicare for All; Baldacci was the
establishment pick, backed by the DCCC and House Majority PAC (NBC News). Dunlap is a
known statewide figure — former Secretary of State and state auditor — but he won a plurality-
first primary and will face former Gov. Paul LePage, a Trump-backed candidate with high name
ID and prior statewide victories. This is one of the GOP's best pickup opportunities, and the
ideological fit just got harder.

Colorado: Progressives Overperform in a Blue-Leaning State

Result Margin General-election read

Sen. John Hickenlooper (D) survived

R = Solid / Safe D
state Sen. Julie Gonzales 53-57 to 43-47 /

Senate

AG Phil Weiser (D) upset Sen.

Michael Bennet 56.9-431 Solid / Safe D

Governor

Melat Kiros (D), democratic socialist,
CO0-01 unseated 29-year incumbent Rep. 53.2-39.8 SafeD
Diana DeGette

State Rep. Manny Rutinel (D) beat

CO0-08 Shannon Bird 62.7-32.6 Toss-up
Rep. Jeff Hurd (R) beat challenger .

CO-03 Ron Hanks 62.7-32.6 Likely R

C0-05 Jessica Killin won the Democratic 61.3 Likely R

primary

Weiser is a strong hominee. Two-term statewide officeholder, record-setting gubernatorial
primary fundraising of roughly $6.4 million, and a framing — standing up to Trump, running
against the Washington establishment — well suited to an electorate that is now 50.5%
unaffiliated (Ballotpedia; Brownstein).

Republicans have won only two of the last 13 Colorado gubernatorial contests (Coloradoan). His
win does, however, open a Senate vacancy Bennet would have filled had he won the
governorship (NBC News).

& Statt The 2026 Statt Midterm Playbook

31


https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2026-primary-elections/maine-house-results
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2026-election/maine-resolves-ranked-choice-primaries-setting-governors-race-key-hous-rcna350415
https://ballotpedia.org/Colorado_gubernatorial_and_lieutenant_gubernatorial_election,_2026
https://www.bhfs.com/insight/colorado-2026-primary-election-results
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/politics/2026/06/17/colorado-governor-senator-polls-campaign-finance/90569508007
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2026-election/live-blog/colorado-primary-elections-senate-governor-house-live-updates-rcna352414

CO-08 is the test case. Colorado's swingiest House seat, and one of only 18 toss-up districts
Cook rates nationally (NPR). Democrats chose Rutinel — the higher-energy, better-funded
progressive, backed by labor and former Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, with $1.76 million cash
on hand at the end of Q1 — over Shannon Bird, the EMILY's List / New Dems / Blue Dog
candidate who framed herself as the swing-voter option (Denver Post; NBC News). Rep. Gabe

Evans (R) held over $3.4 million at Q1 with no primary opponent. Whether Rutinel, leaning on his
family's immigrant story in a Latino-heavy district, can convert primary strength into a general-
election win against a well-funded incumbent is one of the cycle's defining tests of whether
progressive Democrats can flip competitive seats.

Hickenlooper's survival is worth a footnote: Gonzales's roughly 43% share, on about $443,000
raised through Q1 against Hickenlooper's ~$9 million cycle-to-date, is a meaningful marker of
left-flank discontent even in a race that was never in doubt (Coloradoan; Ballotpedia).

New York: Mamdani-Aligned Progressives Sweep

Multiple House primaries were shaped by endorsements from newly elected NYC Mayor Zohran
Mamdani (NBC News):

¢ NY-07: Claire Valdez (Mamdani-endorsed) defeated Brooklyn Borough President Antonio
Reynoso, who had retiring Rep. Nydia Velazquez's backing.

¢ NY-10: Brad Lander (Mamdani-endorsed) won.

¢ NY-12: Micah Lasher won.

e NY-13: Darializa Avila Chevalier (Mamdani-endorsed, self-described socialist) won. She has
faced criticism over deleted social media posts, including calling a former Democratic
president "a rapist" (Sen. Murphy).

¢ NY-17 (battleground): Cait Conley, a former National Security Council official and Army
veteran, won the nomination to face Rep. Mike Lawler (R) in a district Harris carried by less
than one point.

NY-17 is the counterexample to Maine and CO-08. A combat-veteran, national-security
nominee is a strong recruit in what NBC calls one of the premier battleground races on the map;
Jeffries framed Lawler as "shaking in his boots" (Leader Jeffries). It is arguably the Democrats'

single most important House pickup opportunity from the June 23 slate.

Jeffries publicly disagreed with Mamdani in two races, supporting Reps. Dan Goldman and
Adriano Espaillat, and noted that senior Democrats Grace Meng, Ritchie Torres, and Yvette
Clarke decisively won reelection despite ideological challenges (Leader Jeffries). Israel policy

emerged as a real cleavage: Mamdani cited it as playing a major role in the Lander-Goldman
race, while Torres, a strong Israel supporter, won by 50 points in the South Bronx. In the safe
seats (NY-07, NY-10, NY-12, NY-13) nominee identity matters for caucus composition and
messaging, not for control — though Avila Chevalier's vetting problems could become a national
narrative Republicans exploit even where they cannot flip the seat.
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Maryland: The Establishment Holds

« Governor: Gov. Wes Moore (D) won renomination with roughly 88%; Dan Cox won the GOP
primary with 43.5% (NBC News; NBC News).

» MD-05 (Hoyer open seat): Adrian Boafo, retiring Rep. Steny Hoyer's chosen successor and
a state delegate, won the Democratic primary. Safely Democratic.

* MD-06: Rep. April McClain Delaney defeated her predecessor, former Rep. David Trone,
43.8% to 37.4%, with six other candidates splitting the remainder; the AP called it late on
June 23. The two spent roughly $33 million between them, much of it self-funded — Trone
loaned his campaign $25 million, McClain Delaney $7.4 million — making it plausibly the
most expensive House primary in U.S. history. She faces Republican Robin Ficker in

November in what handicappers rate a safely Democratic seat (Roll Call; The Banner;

WTOP).

Maryland produced comparatively few upsets, and the nominee slate does not meaningfully
change the state's competitive posture. The MD-06 result is notable less for its general-election
implications — the seat is safely Democratic — than as the cycle's outlier data point on money:
two self-funders spent $33 million to determine which Democrat holds a seat neither party
expects to be contested.

Where Nominee Choice Cuts

Direction

Reasoning

Already cost

Maine Senate

Platner won 71.9% and withdrew four weeks later; the party

Democrats now picks a nominee by convention with ~100 days to run
Likely costs ME-02 (Dunlap); CO-08 [Platner won 71.9% and withdrew four weeks later; the party
Democrats (Rutinel) now picks a nominee by convention with ~100 days to run
Likely helps NY-17 (Conley): Colorado C.om.bat—veteran nat|o.n§I—secur|ty recrwt |.n a Harrls—qu .

. district; record fundraising and anti-establishment framing in
Democrats Governor (Weiser)

an unaffiliated-majority electorate

Neutral for control

CO-01 (Kiros); Maine
Governor (Pingree); NY-
07/10/12; MD-06

Reshapes the Democratic caucus without changing which
party wins the seat

Two Caveats

Primary outcomes are not destiny. Sen. Chris Murphy argues that candidates "confronting

concentrated corporate power in a meaningful way are winning," suggesting progressives
may fare better in general elections than conventional wisdom holds (Sen. Murphy). If that

thesis is right, Rutinel and Dunlap may outperform expectations.

e The ratings have not moved yet. Cook, Inside Elections, and Sabato still show Colorado's
governorship as Solid/Safe Democratic and CO-05 as Likely Republican. Ratings changes
over the coming weeks are the signal to watch (Ballotpedia; Ballotpedia).
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Election Administration,
Federal Investigations,
and Dispute Risk

This section is new to the analysis. Federal investigations, voter-data demands, and mail-ballot
litigation have escalated enough that they now constitute a distinct risk channel operating
through three mechanisms: administrative disruption, participation effects, and post-election
dispute risk. The exposure is concentrated in competitive states — Georgia, Arizona, Michigan,
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Nevada, North Carolina, Ohio, and Minnesota — where federal action
intersects with close races, high mail-ballot use, or prior 2020 disputes.

The framing matters. There are legitimate federal interests in enforcing election law, protecting
records, prosecuting fraud, and ensuring only eligible citizens vote; the White House states the
March 2026 order is designed to prevent noncitizen voting and restore public confidence
(White House fact sheet), and DOJ argues full voter lists are needed to verify list-maintenance
compliance (Wisconsin Law tracker). The analytically useful question is not whether election-
integrity enforcement is permissible — it is — but whether the timing, scope, and
implementation of these particular actions help officials run secure elections or instead

generate confusion, staffing burdens, and new grounds for contesting results.

What Has Escalated
Federal scrutiny of election offices and records
* Georgia. The FBI seized more than 600 boxes of Fulton County 2020 ballots and election
records under a warrant citing federal recordkeeping and election-interference statutes,
requesting physical ballots, tabulator tapes, ballot images, and voter rolls (CRS). Later
reporting said the FBI redirected roughly 260 analysts to examine those records; Fulton
County Commission Chair Robb Pitts said the county had not been notified of updates and
asserted the county ran a fair election (Georgia Recorder).
« Voter-roll litigation. DOJ has sued 30 states and the District of Columbia to obtain complete
voter registration lists containing birthdates, partial Social Security numbers, and driver's
license numbers. Multiple suits have been dismissed, and the Sixth Circuit affirmed

dismissal of the Michigan case (Wisconsin Law tracker; Brennan Center; NBC News).
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« County-level actions. Reporting identifies federal seizures or inquiries involving Fulton
County, Georgia; Maricopa County, Arizona; Wayne County, Michigan; and Milwaukee
County, Wisconsin — all battleground states or major Democratic-vote jurisdictions within
them. Minnesota's elections office was subpoenaed in a federal criminal probe over whether
noncitizens are on state voter rolls (CRS; CBS Minnesota).

Federal scrutiny of voter-registration groups

The most direct example is Ohio. FBI agents searched the Cleveland office of the Ohio
Organizing Collaborative, seizing documents and computer files and visiting homes of
associated individuals; the focus was unclear, though a person familiar said investigators were
examining potential fraud violations (AP News). Ohio has competitive races for governor and
Senate, and Democratic candidates Amy Acton and Sherrod Brown criticized the raid as
potentially intimidating voters or registration efforts. Board member Prentiss Haney accused
federal agents of intimidation tactics designed to sow doubt before the election.

Cutting the other way, DOJ charged Brenda Lee Brown Armstrong with paying people, including
homeless individuals on Los Angeles' Skid Row, to register to vote while she worked as a paid
ballot-petition signature collector; prosecutors said some forms used addresses that did not
belong to registrants, and Armstrong agreed to plead guilty. Sen. Rick Scott has urged DOJ to
investigate broader alleged irregularities in Los Angeles elections (Sen. Rick Scoft).

Separately, the Education Department's investigation into the National Study of Learning, Voting
and Engagement caused Tufts University to halt release of school-level student registration and
turnout data, and the National Student Clearinghouse ended its participation. Civic-engagement
advocates say the loss of 2024 data makes it materially harder to plan student turnout efforts
for 2026 (NPR).

The Mail-Ballot Rules Are Still Unsettled

Trump's March 31, 2026 executive order directs DHS to compile state citizenship lists, directs
USPS rulemaking on mail-in and absentee ballots, and instructs the Attorney General to
prioritize investigations of officials and entities that issue federal ballots to ineligible voters
(White House). The proposed USPS rule would require states to submit voter and barcode
information through a federal ballot-mail portal, use specific envelope designs, include unique
Intelligent Mail barcodes, and satisfy USPS verification before outbound ballot mail is accepted
— rejecting noncompliant mailings and returning them to sender (Federal Register).
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Implementation before November is the problem. Issue One argues the rule imposes new
reporting, data-sharing, envelope-design, and compliance systems on election offices without
new resources (Issue One). Votebeat quoted election expert Tammy Patrick observing that
more than a third of election offices lack a full-time employee and some lack a designated
computer (Votebeat). Wisconsin Elections Commission Chair Ann Jacobs warned that a federal
60-day absentee-list requirement could conflict with Wisconsin law allowing requests closer to
Election Day.

The litigation posture is split, which is itself the operational hazard. One federal judge in D.C.
declined to block the executive order as premature because agencies had not yet implemented
measures causing present harm (NBC News); a later ruling blocked USPS proposals responding
to the order, including the possibility of not delivering ballots in states that refuse to turn over
absentee voter lists (NPR). Officials may need contingency plans for multiple rule environments
simultaneously.

One major risk was retired. Before the Supreme Court acted, a ruling requiring all ballots to be
received by Election Day would have forced 14 states and D.C. to change rules shortly before
the midterms (AP News). The Court rejected the Republican challenge and allowed states to
accept mail ballots after Election Day where state law permits (Votebeat; Jerusalem Post). That

stabilizes grace-period laws. It does not resolve USPS postmark practices, partially blocked
executive-order litigation, state ballot-cure rules, or voter confusion — and election officials
were already worried about updated USPS guidance that a postmark may not reflect the date
mail was deposited (Votebeat).

Turnout Channels

« Chilling effects on registration and mobilization. A federal search shortly before a
competitive midterm can disrupt field operations, fundraising, and volunteer recruitment
regardless of whether the underlying allegations prove out. In Georgia, renewed scrutiny of
the New Georgia Project — associated with Black, young, and first-time voter outreach —
has raised concerns about a chilling effect even absent criminal charges (CBS Atlanta).

¢ Mail-ballot uncertainty. Michigan illustrates the scale: more than 2.2 million Michiganders
voted by mail in 2024, roughly 39% of all ballots cast, and more than 1.8 million voters are
on the permanent mail-in list (Michigan Independent). Conflicting guidance about whether
ballots will be delivered, postmarked, or counted could cause some eligible voters to miss
deadlines while others face longer in-person lines after switching methods late. The League

of Women Voters and the ACLU of Massachusetts argue implementation threatens elderly,
disabled, student, minority, military, and overseas voters who rely on mail voting (L\WV;
ACLU of Massachusetts).
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Post-Election Dispute Risk

New litigation hooks. Senate Democrats have warned that DOJ voter-roll lawsuits and
noncitizen-registration claims could become a pretext for suits to stop eligible voters from
voting, prevent votes from being counted, or interfere with certification, and raised concern that
DOJ removed the Federal Prosecution of Election Offenses manual from its website despite
prior guidance emphasizing avoidance of investigative actions that interfere with elections.

A procedural change with real consequences. The Supreme Court's January 2026 decision in
Bost v. lllinois State Board of Elections held that federal candidates have standing to challenge
vote-counting rules, reversing lower courts that had rejected Rep. Mike Bost's challenge to an
lllinois law counting mail ballots postmarked by Election Day and received up to 14 days later
(SCOTUSDblog). Bost was procedural, but it makes it easier for candidates to bring pre-election

challenges to vote-counting rules in competitive races (Voting Rights Lab).

Certification risk where election-denial candidates control key offices. States United Action
identified at least 53 election-denying candidates running for secretary of state, governor, or
attorney general in 2026, including in five presidential swing states. Georgia and Michigan will
elect new secretaries of state and governors; Arizona has election-denying candidates running
for all three critical statewide positions (NPR). This does not make certification disputes
inevitable, but it raises the probability that close results are challenged through administrative
channels, recount demands, litigation, or refusal-to-certify strategies.

Federal presence near election operations is a flashpoint. Election officials have discussed
scenarios involving Justice Department and congressional observers and polling sites or drop
boxes on federal property (Votebeat). Milwaukee County is the concrete case: an FBI agent
visited the home of the county's elections director, and County Clerk George Christenson called
it unfortunate that the FBI went to a private residence rather than the Election Commission
office, adding that relitigating settled 2020 questions undermines rather than strengthens public

confidence (CBS News).
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State Exposure Summary

Exposure

Fulton County FBI seizure; 260-analyst surge;

Primary Risk

Worker intimidation; county resource

home

Georgia subpoena for election-worker information; diversion; mobilization chill;
renewed scrutiny of the New Georgia Project |certification disputes
DOJ voter-data litigation; reported federal Certification disputes; state officials
Arizona acquisition of Maricopa County records; signaling challenge to the mail-voting
contests for offices controlling certification order
Wayne County DOJ demand for 2024 ballots; |High mail-ballot use (2.2M in 2024)
Michigan Sixth Circuit affirmed dismissal of DOJ's magnifies any rule change or voter
voter-data case confusion
DOJ voter-roll litigation; FBI approach to Conflict between a federal 60-day
Wisconsin Milwaukee County elections director at his absentee-list requirement and state

law

Pennsylvania

DOJ voter-roll litigation; mail-ballot envelope
litigation (Pennsylvania v. Eakin) over the
handwritten-date requirement

Undated-ballot rejection rules; Gov.
Shapiro joined the multistate
challenge

FBI search of the Ohio Organizing

Registration and turnout operations in

data

Ohio . a year with competitive governor and
Collaborative y P 9
Senate races
Both in the multistate mail-voting challenge; . .
Nevada/ N. . g . ‘g ' Legal uncertainty as a midterm
. NC settled with DOJ over voter-registration .
Carolina planning problem

Limiting Factors

Several developments cut against the disruption thesis. Courts have dismissed numerous DOJ

voter-data lawsuits; the Sixth Circuit affirmed dismissal in Michigan; a judge blocked key USPS

proposals tied to the executive order; and the Supreme Court's rejection of the challenge to late-

arriving-ballot grace periods removes the risk of a last-minute nationwide shift in receipt

deadlines (Wisconsin Law tracker: NPR: Votebeat).

The realistic expectation is higher administrative friction and greater legal uncertainty rather

than systemic breakdown — with turnout effects hardest to quantify and concentrated among

voters who depend on registration drives, student civic-engagement programs, or mail voting.
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Current Outlook

House: Democrats Favored, More Narrowly

Republicans hold a 217-212 to 218-212 margin depending on vacancies; Democrats need a net
of three seats (Britannica; Inside Elections). Cook analyst Matthew Klein said in mid-June that

forecasters "still view Democrats as favorites — strong favorites — to retake control of the
House" (New York Times), and Cook made seven rating changes on June 18, all toward
Democrats (The Hill).

Prediction markets tell the same story with more texture. Kalshi and Polymarket assessments of
Democratic House control fell from roughly 85% in late April to 74-77% by mid-May following
Callais and the Virginia ruling (CNBC; Newsweek), and by June 30 the USA Today Network
roundup put them at 81% to 83% (USA Today Network). The dip and partial recovery track the
two forces in tension throughout this report: structural Republican gains against a deteriorating

Republican environment.

The offsets to watch: (1) redistricting has already banked roughly nine to ten Republican seats;
(2) unlimited coordinated party spending arrives five months before Election Day and
disproportionately benefits the better-capitalized committees; (3) Democratic nominee
problems are concentrated in exactly the swing seats the party must win; and (4) gasoline-price
relief could still improve consumer sentiment before November — though the July 7-9 collapse
of the Iran ceasefire and the accompanying jump in crude make that materially less likely than it
looked a week ago (Decision Desk HQ; Reuters; CNBC).

Senate: Genuine Toss-Up, Slight Republican Edge

Republicans hold 53 seats to Democrats' 47, and Democrats need a net gain of four to control
the chamber in 2027. Thirty-five seats are up, with most competitive opportunities on
Republican-held turf (270toWin).
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The Economist

Republicans have a 1-in-2 chance of holding; "a friendly map

Network (July 3)

Coin flip may not be enough." Democrats favored in NC, competitive
(July 6 model) in ME, within striking distance in OH and TX
USA Today R 57-58% Prediction markets favor Republican Senate control even
Network (June 30) ¢ while strongly favoring a Democratic House
Federal News R retain Betting odds project Republican hold, though Democrats are

gaining ground

The most defensible characterization is toss-up to slight Republican edge, depending on
whether one weights fundamentals-based models, race-level polling, or markets. Continued low
approval and weak consumer confidence increase Democratic upside, but a four-seat gain
requires a near-perfect battleground performance — and the Vice President breaks a 50-50 tie
(The Economist). One caveat now attaches to all of it: the Economist's July 6 model listed Maine
as competitive on the basis of a Platner-vs-Collins matchup that no longer exists. Maine is not

optional in any realistic Democratic path, and the seat's competitiveness will not be assessable
until the convention picks a nominee by July 27.
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Key Uncertainties

u The Maine nominee. Whom Maine Democrats select at their nominating convention by 5
p.m. on July 27 — and whether the choice reads as an open process or an establishment
override of a 72% primary winner — is the single highest-leverage unresolved variable on
the 2026 map (Maine Morning Star; CBS News).

e Iran escalation. The ceasefire has collapsed. Whether the July 7-9 exchanges settle into
contained tit-for-tat or resume full-scale war determines whether crude stays near $78, and

with it whether the gasoline-price relief that lifted June consumer sentiment survives to
November. Trump says he does not expect a return to all-out war; Iran has warned it will

close the Strait of Hormuz and respond with overwhelming force (Washington Times; CNBC;

CNN).

Q2 filings and Democratic party-committee adaptation. Official candidate reports are due
July 15 (Traders Union). The more important question is how fast the DNC, DSCC, and
DCCC retool to exploit unlimited coordination — and whether they can close a roughly $130
million committee cash gap in four months.

Earmarking enforcement. Whether Kagan's "alternative checking account" scenario
materializes depends on how strictly the FEC and courts police the surviving earmarking
rule. The FEC declined to defend the coordinated caps, so its posture is not encouraging for
strict enforcement (FEC Record; NPR).

Post-Callais litigation timing. Challenges to Louisiana's SB121, Tennessee's map, and
Florida's map are unlikely to disturb 2026 but could reshape 2028. Whether any produces
relief before November is a low-probability, high-impact scenario (Al Jazeera; Fox News).
Ethics Committee findings. Outcomes for Cory Mills (FL-07) and Chuck Edwards (NC-11)
are expected imminently and could move both districts (Florida Politics; Newsweek).

Alaska's ballot. The Alaska Supreme Court appeal over the second Dan Sullivan determines
whether the state's Senate race is a normal contest or a voter-confusion exercise under
ranked-choice rules (NBC News).

Election administration and certification. Close margins overlapping with unresolved
litigation, federal investigative activity, election-denial candidates in certification roles, and
voter-roll-derived claims raise the probability of post-election disputes in exactly the states
that will decide control (NPR; Brennan Center).

Unresolved data. The Colorado GOP gubernatorial primary was still uncalled as of July 6,

with Victor Marx leading Barb Kirkmeyer by roughly 1,950 votes — a margin outside
automatic-recount range but inside the number of ballots left to count (Colorado Politics).

July consumer-sentiment readings and the July 15 candidate filings were also unavailable at
the time of writing.
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State of the Midterms as
of July 2026

Democrats remain favored to take the House and are in a genuine toss-up for the Senate. That
headline has not changed since May. What has changed is the composition of the race.

Eight weeks ago, Democrats held both an environmental advantage and a plausible structural
one — a Virginia map worth four seats, a candidate-fundraising edge across the Senate
battlefield, and nominee slates still to be determined. All three have since eroded. The Virginia
map is void and the U.S. Supreme Court has declined to revive it. The fundraising edge has
been substantially neutralized by a Supreme Court ruling that converts a two-to-one Republican
party-committee cash advantage into unlimited, discounted, campaign-integrated advertising.
And the nominee slates arrived carrying more risk than the party's strategists wanted, most
visibly in the one Senate seat Democrats cannot do without.

What Democrats retain is the environment, and it is not a small thing. Presidential approval is
stuck at 37/59 four months out. Democrats lead the generic ballot by roughly five to seven
points. Consumer sentiment sits at 48.9 — off a record low, but historically weak, with year-
ahead inflation expectations at 4.6%. Only 22% of voters approve of the president's handling of
their cost of living. The Iran ceasefire eased gas prices from $4.56 to $4.11 without moving any
of that — and it has now collapsed, with Brent back above $78 and the president declaring the
deal over. Historically, this is what losing a midterm looks like for a president's party.

The synthesis: Democrats' path now runs through district-by-district execution rather than any
structural tailwind. Roughly five Democratic-held seats are in genuine peril under the new maps
(AL-02, FL-09, FL-14, FL-22, FL-25) against two seriously competitive Republican seats (VA-01,
VA-02); two more Democratic seats have simply been drawn away. The party must win
competitive races on candidate quality and turnout at precisely the moment when several of its
nominees are liabilities, when the opposing party can spend without limit in coordination with its
candidates, and when the machinery of registration and mail voting is under federal legal
pressure in the states that will decide control.
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Maine crystallizes all three offsets at once. A nominee chosen by 72% of a record-turnout
primary electorate withdrew four weeks later, not because voters turned on him but because
the DSCC said it would stop paying — the same institutional leverage the Supreme Court has
just made more powerful. Democrats will now pick a replacement in a 600-person convention,
hand that person roughly 100 days and no war chest, and ask them to unseat a five-term
incumbent whose party can spend without limit in coordination with her campaign. That is the
cycle in miniature.

Cook still calls them strong favorites for the House (New York Times). Markets put it at 81-83%

(USA Today Network). Both are probably right. But the margin for error that existed in April is

gone, and the next date that matters is July 27, when Maine Democrats decide whether they still

have a Senate race.
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relevant, accurate, and cited answers to policy questions, fully integrated into
Statt's legislative, regulatory, and hearing content. This analysis was generated
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